
Who are the parties involved in the case?

What are the legal terms used to identify 
the two parties?

Describe the issue that the court must 
decide
(What is the nature of the case?)

What is the difference between the notion of 
punishment?

What is the burden of proof for each type?

Arraignments (individual brought to court, 
asked to plead to charges)

Private Individuals/Businesses

PLAINTIFF files the case

DEFENDANT responds

Court must determine whether one party has 
caused harm to another party; can deal with 
rights and duties between individuals

Defendant is never incarcerated and never 
executed.  A losing defendant in a civil case 
generally reimburses the plaintiff for losses 
caused by the defendant’s behavior.

Generally more than a 50% probability that 
the evidence supports the charge(s)

No arraignment 

The Government
(Federal, State or Local)

PROSECUTOR files the case
DEFENDANT responds

Court must determine whether one party has 
violated a statue that prohibits some type 
of activity; case deals with offenses against 
society as a whole

A guilty defendant is punished by either 1) 
incarceration in a jail or prison, 2) a fine 
paid to the government, or 3) in exceptional 
cases the death penalty.

The person is guilty beyond a  reasonable 
doubt

Arraignment when individual is brought into 
court, told of charges and asked to plead 
guilty or not guilty

Differences between Civil & Criminal Court Proceedings
Civil Criminal


